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16 March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

COVID-19 and Lakes Grammar 
 
Our Executive team has been monitoring government and Health Department 
announcements as well as Department of Education and Catholic Schools decisions. This 
morning we have made a number of major decisions. This unforeseen and very difficult time 
means we will all have to do things differently. Unfortunately, for us, some of these changes 
mean not being able to function to the same physical extent as the friendly and welcoming 
community that we are accustomed to being. 
 

To increase safety, we wish to limit the number of people entering the school. Please do not 
accompany your children into the school unless it is absolutely necessary. Use Kiss and Go 
or wave them goodbye at the door and do not enter unless you really need to see a staff 
member or have an appointment. 
 

Consequently, we are also ceasing the help of parent volunteers, except for Canteen 
helpers, until further notice. 
 
Online learning 
A number of students will be isolated at home for various reasons, including being voluntarily 
kept home by parents. There is also the possibility (or likelihood) that schools will be told to 
close before or after the April holidays. Consequently, we are gearing up to provide online 
learning to provide as much of the curriculum as is practicable in that mode. The Junior 
School will be using Seesaw to deliver home learning. We will be able to send information 
to parents this week about how that will work. In the Senior School teachers will use the 
platforms they commonly use with their classes. Again, information about this will come out 
in the next day or two. This will be new for us, as it is for a great many schools, so there may 
be some bumps along the way, but we will do our best. 
 
Attendance 
Some parents have made or may make the decision to keep their children home. Others will 
be at home for the safety of higher risk family members. Eventually, we might all be at home! 
However, the school still needs to keep an attendance register. If your child chooses to 
access, or is required to access online learning, then please let us know at 
pa@lakes.nsw.edu.au and we will mark them as present.  
 
Travellers returning from overseas 
The Prime Minister announced yesterday that any traveller returning from overseas must 
self-isolate for 14 days as from midnight last night. This means that any school families who 
have returned or will return from overseas travel will not be permitted to attend school for 14 
days after their arrival. I will extend this to anyone who has arrived back on the weekend.  
 

If a family member has returned from overseas and is well, there is no need for your children 
to stay home, unless you want them to. However, if the family member is showing any cold 
or flu-like symptoms upon their return the children must not come to school until the family 
member is cleared medically. 
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Cancellations – until further notice 
Note – some events might be able to be run later in the year 

• Parent-Teacher interviews – please email your child’s teachers if you would like an 
update on their progress 

• Assemblies and Chapel services, including Term Awards Assemblies 

• Grandparents’ Day and Easter Chapel services 

• All excursions – except Year 3 Porter’s Creek Wetland - as that is on the property 
next to the school 

• Year 7 swimming program 

• Athletics Club and Athletics Club Presentation Night 

• Cross-Country Carnivals 

• Athletics Carnivals 

• PlayCrew (our playgroup that operates in the hall on Tuesday mornings) 

• ANZAC Day assembly in Week 1 next term 

• ANZAC Day march and service – we will not encourage our families to attend  

• HRIS, AICES and CIS carnivals this term have been cancelled by those 
organisations 

• Year 7 Camp and potentially camps scheduled for next term 
 
Immunisations for Year 7 students will go ahead next Monday. 
 
Speech and Occupational Therapists 
I ask parents whose children see a therapist at school to inform the therapist that we will not 
host them at school until further notice. 
 
Sport 
We are reviewing Junior and Senior School sport and at the moment the usual term sport 
program will run this week. It is likely that for Term 2 we will hold all sport at school. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Camp 
This camp is currently being reviewed as it only involves a small number of students from 

our school. More information will be provided after a decision is finalised.  

 
Peripatetic Music tutors 
We are stopping these lessons until further notice. Parents may wish to contact their 
children’s tutor to see if other arrangements can be made. 
 
Online resources for parents and students 
The NSW Department of Education has provided some helpful tips for parents whose 
children will be learning at home. Some of this information might not be relevant to students 
in independent schools but overall, these links look useful: 
 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-
education/advice-to-parents-and-carers 
 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-
education/teaching-and-learning-resources 
 
 
School closure due to COVID-19 
At present there are no known cases of COVID-19 in our school community. If someone is 
diagnosed, NSW Health will inform the school and we will have to close for at least a day. 
This could happen at any time.  
 

In the event that we are told to close we will communicate via:  

• email 

• the school app – please ensure you have downloaded the SkoolBag app and allow 
push notifications. This is available for Apple and Android devices. Search for 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-education/advice-to-parents-and-carers
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-education/advice-to-parents-and-carers
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-education/teaching-and-learning-resources
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-education/teaching-and-learning-resources


 

 
  

SkoolBag and download the app, then set up an account and search for Lakes 
Grammar 

• SMS 

• Facebook  

• the school website.  
 

This might require evacuation of the school during the day. Communication will happen in 
these ways and we will ask parents to come to school to collect their children. We will arrange 
an orderly departure as parents arrive. Students whose parents cannot get here during the 
school day will be supervised after school until parents can arrive. I assume NSW Health 
would not want students travelling home on buses in these circumstances. 
 

COVID-19 requirements 

Any student who has been in close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 must 

remain isolated for 14 days following that contact.  
 

If your child shows any of the symptoms – high temperature, cough, sore throat, breathing 

problems – please keep him or her at home. We have asked staff to do the same. 
 

We also recommend that families take seriously the Government's advice regarding 

international travel, which states: 
 

‘We now advise all Australians to reconsider your need for overseas travel at this time. 
Regardless of your destination, age or health, if your overseas travel is not essential, 
consider carefully whether now is the right time.’ 
 
Wellbeing 
Children and parents/carers may experience stress as a result of this current crisis and the 
uncertainty surrounding it. Our School Psychologists have pointed us to some resources you 
might find helpful. You could also contact Stacey Taggart in the Junior School or Amanda 
Wishart in the Senior School. Please see the Headspace link below: 
 
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/ 
 
Cleaning 
Our cleaners are extending their cleaning regime, using appropriate disinfectant, to many 
surfaces, including those not normally cleaned. 
 
Communication 
Within the next two days we will send an email with further details about online learning and 
about how we will communicate all our information regarding the unfolding situation. 
 

These times are unprecedented in my lifetime. We are all uncertain and worried to varying 
degrees. Please be reassured that our school is doing all we can to keep students and their 
families safe and to maintain learning. These two areas are our core priorities at this time. I 
thank our parents and carers for your understanding and also for your patience as we 
continue to adapt to these circumstances which will no doubt entail a few ‘bumps’ along the 
way.  
 

Please also remember not to worry unnecessarily about all this. Despite the difficulties and 

the seriousness of the situation, we need to remember that God is in control. He is still 

looking after us and will help us during these especially difficult times. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Michael Hannah 
Principal 
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